
Public Health Concerns

Background
Minnesota cities and counties require a license to sell tobacco products.  There are annual license fees to sell tobacco 
as well as fines and terms for revocation for license violations. The state of Minnesota requires annual compliance 
checks for retailers with tobacco licenses.

Local governments can update and strengthen licensing and zoning ordinances that regulate how and where tobacco 
is sold; these measures can be effective at protecting youth from increased risk of tobacco addiction.
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checks and often cite inadequate funds as the reason. Annual license fees should cover the administration of the 
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Retail availability of tobacco matters to communities because it:
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   youth smoking increases with tobacco retailer density near schools and that stores near schools have more exterior 
   tobacco advertising.3 
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Regulatory Options for Communities
Licensing and zoning regulations are strong strategies that impact how and where tobacco is sold.
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    annual compliance checks.
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The sale of tobacco products ! the number one cause of preventable death
and disease ! is fundamentally inconsistent with the commitment to improving
health. Recently, CVS announced its decision to end sales of tobacco products,
joining other large corporations, like Target, in making this commitment.
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